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Enrich Iowa:  Summary 
“I believe the economy is driving people to use the library more this year and they are 
finding what they need and want with the help of Direct State Aid.”   
Dysart Public Library 
Use of Iowa’s 543 public libraries continues to increase year after year, but with 
the economic downturn of the past two years, librarians find themselves helping 
more people fill out job applications, write resumes and apply for unemployment 
benefits.  In other words, libraries continue to be an indispensable part of their 
communities.  In addition to public libraries, Iowa has 79 academic and more than 
1,400 school libraries. 
The Enrich Iowa program improves library services for Iowans.  In accordance with 
2009 IOWA ACTS, Chapter 184, Section 5 (6C), the State Library is pleased to submit this report on the impact 
of state funds on libraries and the Iowans they serve. 
Enrich Iowa is comprised of three parts:  Open Access, Interlibrary Loan Reimbursement and Direct State Aid.  In 
FY09, $2,746,081 was distributed to Iowa libraries through these funds.  
OPEN ACCESS is a program that makes it possible for Iowans to go into almost any public library in the state and 
borrow books and other materials.  People simply return the materials to their local public library, which ships the 
items back to the loaning library.  Through Open Access, the state reimburses the loaning library a small amount of 
the expense involved.  In the past 10 years, the use of Open Access has soared.   Iowans checked out 65 percent 
more library materials - 2,417,101 in FY99 compared to 4,002,497 in FY09.  State funds supported Open 
Access with $1,276,321in FY09 - $543,205 from the general fund and $733,116 from the Rebuild Iowa 
Infrastructure Fund (RIIF).   608 Iowa libraries take part in this program.  
If a library does not own a book that someone is looking for, it will borrow it from another library through the 
INTERLIBRARY LOAN REIMBURSEMENT program.  State funding helps offset the costs involved.  Interlibrary 
Loan Reimbursement (formerly known as Access Plus), was funded at $469,760 in FY09 - $252,876 from the 
general fund and $216,884 from RIIF.  Like Open Access, use of this service has substantially increased.  Iowans 
borrowed 164,363 items through interlibrary loan in FY99 compared to 258,456 in FY09 – a 57% increase.  
608 lowa libraries take part in this program. 
With DIRECT STATE AID funds, libraries have provided more books, programs and computers than they could 
otherwise afford.  Direct State Aid funding in FY09 was $1 million from the general fund.  Direct State Aid is 
designed to improve library service and reduce inequities in library services among communities; to enhance, not 
replace, local funding; and to encourage achievement of statewide public library standards.  Since its genesis in 
1999, the Direct State Aid program has led to a 94 percent increase in the number of accredited libraries in Iowa, 
from 171 in FY99 to 331 in FY09.  The following report shows the critical role Direct State Aid plays in Iowans’ 
lives by promoting lifelong learning through libraries; providing safe, accessible library buildings; improving library 



























































































































































Direct State Aid 
Improved library services for Iowans and the reduction of inequities among communities are the 
remarkable outcomes of state funding support for Iowa’s public libraries.  Iowans use their public 
libraries.  Two-thirds of all Iowans have active library cards, an increase of 21% since 1999.  
Iowans checked out 28,702,115 items from their libraries in FY09, an increase of 22% since 
1999.  And library visits rose 41% in the past 10 years to 18,744,599 (FY09). 
The funding formula for Direct State Aid is composed of three tiers which include selected public 
library standards.  Since the funding level increases with greater compliance with standards, the 
tiers provide incentives for improvements in library services. 
Of Iowa’s 543 public libraries, 331 received Tier 3 funding (highest level), 87 received Tier 2 
funding, 53 received Tier 1 funding, and 72 were not eligible in FY09. 
Public library directors use the majority of Direct State Aid funds for library materials and 
technology, but money is also spent on personnel, library programs, furniture, capital 
improvements, and other projects.  As mentioned earlier, librarians have seen a dramatic increase 
in the number of jobseekers who have to apply for jobs online, but have never used a computer.  
Librarians are helping patrons find open job positions using a variety of Web sites, including Iowa 
Workforce Development.  Libraries purchase books on how to write resumes and improve career 
skills, and also help people find online tutorials.  And they are doing all of this while continuing to 
support the educational and recreational needs of their communities. 
Iowa libraries enrich lives. 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Ashton  $ 1,307.83  Personnel  We continue to use these Direct State Aid funds to 
allow us to be open 20 hours a week.         































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Postville  $ 1,791.41  Personnel  We were able to hire an extra person to help with the 
many people using the computers.         


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































West Bend  $  577.49  Furniture  We bought a stand to hold DVDs.  We have replaced 
one, but need to update the other two.   


















































































































































































































Woodward  $ 1,426.04  Library Materials &  The money was spent on books in all areas; 
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Supplies  children’s, young adults, large print, non‐fiction, and 
adult.  
Wyoming  $  943.44  Library Materials & 
Supplies 
These funds were used to replace and update the 
juvenile fiction section in the library, replace some of 
the VHS videos with DVDs and for recently released 
DVDs. Recently, our local video store went out of 
business, leaving the library the only place within 20 
miles to access movies.  We have had a large increase 
in circulation of videos and now have many new 
people coming into the library to use all the library 
resources. 
Zearing   $ 1,511.40  Library Materials & 
Supplies 
Technology & 
Equipment 
Direct State Aid paid for program supplies, large  print 
books, audio books, encyclopedias, Internet access, 
EBSCOHost databases, the Summer Reading 
Programs, and children's summer crafts.   
 
